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My Dear People of St. Catherine,

This Easter we enter into our celebration with the “New Normal,” because of
COVID-19. In Illinois, we are to “Stay-at-Home,” to prevent the spread of the Virus. We do not hand
shake, but greet one another with a smile or a wave. Sunday Mass is suspended. There are no
Weddings, Baptisms, or Funerals, though cemetery interment prayers can be offered up. This is most
understandable. We do not want to spread the Coronavirus, which is said to be 10 times more virulent
than the normal influenza. What is happening is unprecedented, terrifying, and even fatal.

In a recent conversation, I was asked if I thought this pandemic will bring people closer to God.
First, I don’t want to imply this pandemic was caused by God. When times are good, it can be easy to
give thanks to God for our blessings. However, sometimes God is forgotten. Times of suffering can
help to refocus our lives to the Lord. Our Easter Faith assures us beyond suffering and death, there is
the glory of the Resurrection and new life in the Lord. Our Easter Faith gives us strength and hope.

So what can you do? A parishioner said that she’s going to have the cleanest house. Stay home as
much as possible. Pray for those affected by COVID-19, as well as our first responders, health care
workers and individuals who have lost income due to precautionary closures. Wash, Wash your hands.
Call family, friends, and neighbors, particularly those who are most at risk. As Dean, I have been
calling the priests in our Deanery V. Read the Bible or a good religious book that you haven’t had time
to read. Pray the Daily Reflections Booklet for Lent. Pray the Rosary, by yourself, or with your
family. Take a walk or run. Give the gift of life, give blood, through vitalant.org (formerly
LifeSource), at 9517 S. Cicero. Pray the Stations of the Cross at home and do an Internet search for
various versions. Pray daily Mass and Sunday Mass online, celebrated by Fr. Nick or myself, at 10:00
a.m. and all day, at either: www.parish.scaoaklawn.org or St. Catherine of Alexandria Parish
Facebook. During Holy Week, attend online our Triduum Liturgies, as well as attending Easter
Sunday Mass online by yourself or with your family.

Being grateful for the many ways God has blessed you, please prayerfully consider how generous
you will be with your Easter Gift this year. Your special Easter Gift is very much needed to help St.
Catherine meet our current financial obligations. Collections are down because the church has been
closed for Sunday Mass. Please use the enclosed envelopes to mail in your Easter Gift and any makeup
Sunday donations, or go online to www.parish.scaoaklawn.org—Online Giving. Please give what you
can afford.

Pray for me as I pray for you, that our faith in the Risen Christ will bless us and our world with
renewed hope and confidence.

Wishing you an abundant share in the joy of the Risen Lord this Easter.


